It has been pointed out by many previous authors that the creation of a small failure on slope such as a cluster of some small scarps or a small edge failure due to the intense rainfall acts as a trigger or a presage of large slope failure. It can be said that the fundamental study on the transient change of groundwater flow caused by the creation of a small failure is indispensable to clarify the outbreak mechanism of the large failure. The investigation presented here was intended to experimentally and theoretically clarify the characteristic nature of groundwater flow around a small failure on slope.
